
Brighton & Hove Music & Arts
Instrumental & Vocal Tuition

Our vision is for all children and young people in the city, whatever their background, 
to be able to engage with, to enjoy, and to be inspired by high quality music and arts 
opportunities.

Dear Parent/Carer,

Thank you for your interest in your child learning a musical instrument. Brighton & Hove 
Music & Arts aims to provide inclusive music making opportunities for children and people 
across the city, including tuition on a wide range of instruments. Our team of specialist 
teachers are dedicated to nurturing and developing the musical potential of all young 
people so they can make good progress on their chosen instrument. 

The National Plan for Music Education highlights the important role which music has as 
part of a young person’s education. Learning a musical instrument can form a significant 
part of this education as well as being a truly rewarding experience that can have a long 
lasting impact on individuals, families and within the wider community. 

To find out more about which instruments are available to learn please visit our website 
where you can hear the different instruments being demonstrated by young people. 
The website also provides further information about other music making opportunities 
available which may be of interest to you.

I do hope that your child will take the opportunity to learn a musical instrument. Please do 
not hesitate to contact us if you would like to discuss how we can best provide for your 
child’s musical needs. 

Peter Chivers
Head of Music & Arts

www.bhma.org.uk 
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Instruments

Instrumental learning opportunities are offered in 
partnership with schools and colleges in the city. 
Pupils are usually first offered the opportunity to 
take up an instrument in the following year groups 
although they may apply at any time after this:

Key 
Stage 1 

Yr 2: Violin, Cello, Keyboard

Key 
Stage 2 

Yr 3: 

Yr 4:

Yr 5:

Violin, Cello, Keyboard 

Mini Bassoon, Oboe, Trumpet, 
French horn, Trombone, 
Euphonium, Tuba, Keyboard, 
Guitar, Drum Kit

Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, 
Mini Bass, Voice

Key 
Stage 3

Yr 7: Flute, Clarinet, Oboe, 
Bassoon, Saxophone, Cornet, 
Trumpet, French horn, Tenor 
horn, Baritone, Trombone, 
Euphonium, Tuba, Percussion, 
Guitar, Keyboard, Double Bass, 
Voice

N.B. Not all instruments are currently available to 
learn in every school as some schools may have 
arrangements with other providers for instrumental 
lessons. 

The Lessons

Brighton & Hove Music & Arts provides an holistic 
approach to group tuition which addresses the 
individual needs of the pupil whilst developing 
ensemble and listening skills at an early stage of 
learning. All pupils will receive an introductory 10 
week course at the end of which a progress report 
is written. Tuition consists of:

•  Lessons in small groups for all pupils in the early 
stages of learning

•  Lessons of 30 minutes duration usually during 
the school day by arrangement with schools

•  Lessons provided for 30 weeks of the academic 
year (an average of 10 per term)

N.B. If after starting tuition a pupil cannot be 
taught as part of a group an individual lesson of 
15 minutes duration will be provided until group 
tuition can resume.

Pupil Progress

One of the keys to successful instrumental learning 
is through a partnership of active involvement 
between pupil, teacher and parent. To support  
this we:

•  Welcome the attendance of parents of younger 
children at lessons where possible

•  Provide a progressive instrumental curriculum for 
each instrument taught

•  Provide twice yearly reports on your child’s 
progress indicating achievements and future 
learning goals

•  Provide online resources and advice to support 
learning between lessons

•  Encourage you to support your child’s music 
making at home and communicate with your 
child’s teacher about any special requirements to 
assist in providing tuition for your child.

 
Our instrumental teachers can be contacted 
directly at your child’s lesson or via their email 
address (which you can find at ‘Meet the Team’ on 
our website) if you would like to discuss any aspect 
of your child’s instrumental lessons.

Pupils with Additional Needs

Brighton & Hove Music & Arts is committed 
to ensuring instrumental and vocal learning 
opportunities are available to all children and 
young people in the city. If your child has any 
additional needs, including a disability or special 
educational needs, please contact Mike Johnson, 
Manager, Instrumental and Vocal Programmes, to 
discuss how we can best support their learning.



Tuition Agreement

Tuition Fees

If your child is registering with Brighton & Hove 
Music and Arts for the first time, a £5 Registration 
Fee is payable and will be added to your first 
invoice unless you are eligible for a 100% subsidy.

Fees are payable in advance and will be invoiced 
at the beginning of each term. The current fee is 
£84.60 per term. In the event of non payment a 
Final Demand will be sent to you. Regrettably we 
are obliged to withdraw tuition if bills are not paid, 
but we will not do this without contacting you first. 
Online payments by debit card can be made on our 
website www.bhma.org.uk. 

Because of the administration involved, if your 
child withdraws before lessons commence, the 
Registration Fee and 20% of the Introductory 
Course fee will be charged.

If your child is unable to attend four or more 
consecutive lessons due to illness, please inform us 
and we will credit your account.

Lessons that pupils may not be able to attend 
due to exams, school trips, or unexpected school 
closures are not credited or automatically made 
up. If sufficient notice is given to the instrumental 
teacher lessons may be able to be re-scheduled 
although this cannot be guaranteed.

If you are having difficulty paying your child’s fees 
please contact us to discuss how we might be able 
to help.

Subsidised Tuition Scheme

The annually reviewed Subsidised Tuition Scheme
is available to parents/carers of pupils attending 
Brighton & Hove Local Authority Schools and
Acadamies in the city.  Only one instrument per
pupil can be taught on this scheme and we are 
unable to refund retrospectively if subsidised
tuition is not requested. 

Looked After Children
Instrumental lessons and the loan of an instrument 
(subject to availability) are free for Looked After 
Children. Please indicate in section D of the 
application form if this applies to your application.

100% Subsidy
Lessons and the loan of an instrument (subject 
to availability) will be free if you are receiving:
• Income Support
• Income Based Job Seekers Allowance
• Income Based Employment Support Allowance
• Pension Credit

80% Subsidy
A subsidy of 80% reducing the termly fee to
£16.92 is available if you are receiving:
• Child Tax Credit with eligibility for free 
   school lunches – you can check if you are eligible 
   by going to www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/   
   onlinefreeschoolmeals
• Working Tax Credit with entitlement to the 
   maximum available – where the reduction due to
   your income in Part 2 of your award - ‘How we 
   work out your tax credits’ is zero.
• A subsidy of 80% is also available for instrument  
   hire (subject to availability) reducing the termly   
   hire fee to £7.00

Please remember to enclose the documents
requested on your application form as we will 
need them to process the application.  
Please let us know if your circumstances 
change.

If you do not meet the criteria above but feel there  
are circumstances that we should take into account, 
please write to us explaining these including 
confirmation of your family income by including the 
following pages of your 2013/2014 Tax Credit Award:
• The front cover
• The page which gives details of your household       
   earned income
• Part 2 which shows how your Working Tax Credit is  
   calculated if you receive it.

 



Applying for lessons

Please complete the attached application form and 
return it by the date indicated together with any 
necessary documentation, to: 
Brighton & Hove Music and Arts, 
County Oak Ave, Brighton BN1 8DJ.

What happens next?

Your instrumental teacher will contact you to 
give you details about your child’s first lesson and 
to confirm details of the instrument and music 
required. Please do not obtain an instrument until 
you have received this information.

If there is a particularly high demand for tuition 
at your school it may be necessary to place your 
child on a waiting list. Waiting lists are regularly 
reviewed with the aim of providing tuition as soon 
as possible. (Please note that application forms are 
date stamped on receipt and priority is given to 
those received first).

Withdrawals

•  To enable us to offer tuition to another child, 
we require notification of withdrawal by the 
following dates for tuition to cease at the end 
of term: 1st December; 1st March; 1st July; 
Notice to withdraw can be given via email, letter 
or telephone to Brighton and Hove Music and 
Arts. Alternatively you can inform your child’s 
instrumental teacher. Please note teachers are 
unable to accept verbal notification from pupils.

•  If we do not receive notice by these dates, half a 
term’s fees will be payable in lieu of notice.

•  Once lessons have begun in any one term, a full 
term’s fees are payable.

•  Lessons are offered during examination periods 
and study leave as continuing tuition cannot be 
guaranteed if pupils are withdrawn from lessons 
for a temporary period. 

•  Lessons continue from one academic year to 
the next and as pupils move from one school to 
another. The required notification is therefore 
still required if pupils withdraw when changing 
schools.

Brighton & Hove Music & Arts
County Oak Avenue, Brighton BN1 8DJ
Tel: (01273) 293524
email: bhma@brighton-hove.gov.uk 
website: www.bhma.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bhmusicandarts
YouTube: www.youtube.com/bhmusicandarts
Twitter: www.twitter.com/bhmusicandarts

Brighton & Hove Music & Arts reserves the right to review fees, terms and conditions 
periodically and without notice.


